High Desert Rocket Association (HiDRA)
First To A Mile (FTAM) Award Guidelines
· Any FTAM attempt must be done at a scheduled and/or organized HiDRA launch event.
· Any production kit or scratch-built rocket may be used for an FTAM attempt as long as the rocket to be used meets all current safety requirements as spelled out in NAR/Tripoli.
· Only production rocket motors meeting NAR/Tripoli safety requirements may be used. No homemade, hybrid, sugar, etc. motors allowed.
· A minimum of one HiDRA club member who is in good club standing, must be present to witness the set-up, launch, and recovery of FTAM attempt.
· An onboard, electronic altimeter will be used to verify the maximum height reached during the FTAM attempt.
· The HiDRA member that has been designated as the FTAM witness will verify during rocket setup that the altimeter is zeroed out prior to launch (as close to rocket being put on the launch pad as reasonable). The same designated club member will also verify the altimeter reading after recovery to determine the max altitude that was reached.
· The minimum altitude needed to qualify for the FTAM award is 5280’ AGL.
· To have a successful FTAM attempt, the rocket must have a successful launch, stable flight reaching a min 5280’ AGL, and be successfully recovered with the rocket being in a condition that it could be safely launched and recovered, if given a 1-hour minor repair window, as determined by the designated HiDRA club member assigned to witness the FTAM attempt. The designated club member may consult with anyone at the launch to determine the condition of the rocket for relaunch ability/condition but the final decision of a successful FTAM attempt is the designated HiDRA club witness.
· If for any reason the designated HiDRA club witness suspects the FTAM attempt was tampered with or the attempt was suspect in any way, they may request a re-launch and the previous attempt is null and void, regardless of the altitude reached.
· If the designated HiDRA club witness determines that the FTAM attempt was “clean” and valid, he/she will announce that a successful FTAM launch has been completed and announce the name of the individual who has won the FTAM award.
· If multiple people attempt and have a successful FTAM attempt on the same day, the tie breaker will be determined by the person whose max altitude is closest to 5280’ AGL.
· There is a $5/per attempt fee. Money from FTAM attempts will be used for future awards/prizes.
· Winners of the FTAM award will retain the title until the first successful FTAM launch of the following calendar year.
· The FTAM winner will receive a trophy/plaque with his/her name, date of launch and altitude and will keep possession of award until the next FTAM winner is announced. The plaque will then be passed onto the next successful FTAM winner.
· The FTAM is awarded to the first person that meets the above criteria in that calendar year.
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